
Personalised stamps & hallmarks 
 

Design & Artwork: 

The design is up to you. Many people want their company logo, initials or 

trademark. If you are using a stamp for a small area such as inside a ring shank, a 

rule of thumb is to keep it simple. The more complex the design the harder it will 

be to distinguish what it is or what it is supposed to say given the small size. Script 

fonts , swirls and circles are not generally advised to use. Although we can engrave 

almost anything you need, as far as legibility, the simpler and cleaner the format, 

the easier it will be to read once stamped.  

The only way we can see your font in a Word document, is if we have that same font in our system. If we do not, we 

can't see what your font looks like. Give us the name of the font because we may have it on file. The best way to 

send any artwork via e-mail (tkh@capewatch.co.za)is to save it in a graphic format such as JPEG, GIF, PDF, PNG, TIFF.  

 

Size is visible without magnification?  

Generally, block lettering that is 1mm tall can be seen with good light 

and 20/20 vision without the use of a loupe. Some individual letters can 

read even smaller than this without magnification but as a general rule, 

anything smaller than 0.70mm will require the use of a loupe.  

 

General size for stamps is around 1.5mm- 3mm, Price from R2400incl 

vat; 3.5mm-5mm R3200 incl vat , 6-8mm R4500incl vat. 

(Keep in mind the larger the stamp, the more pressure will be required to make an impression into the metal, unless 

you are stamping into wax for casting) Fly press is needed for stamps of 5mm or larger.  

The more detail in the stamp also influences the cost by around 20-30% 

 

What type of stamp do I need?  

This depends on what it is that you are trying to mark. If you are marking jewellery, be specific- ready made rings, 

type of metal you stamp, flat surfaces – as much detail as possible is helpful.  

All stamps have a gooseneck curve and then tip is FLAT unless otherwise specified 

 
Should you wish to stamp already curved surfaces a stamps tip can be made for example to fit inside rings- just bear 

in mind a big variance in the circumference of the curve or most difficult to stamp and get a clear print. 

 

Straight shank stamps can also be made. Please make a special request for this. 

 
 

 



Samples before purchase: 

To do this, we would have to actually make the stamp first, and if it appeared too large or too small for you, you may 

then want to have us re-engrave it at a smaller or larger size. We would have to charge you for another stamp. 

Therefore, it is imperative that you provide us with artwork exactly as you want the stamp to look, then, let us know 

the desired size. All sales are final on custom work. Pre payment is required before ANY stamp is made.  

 

Manufacturing time: 

Stamps are generally done in batches as they are hardened and so we need a 

minimum of 3 weeks to process a batch. Once full payment is received we start 

the manufacturing process.  This can take up to 6 weeks to get stocks from the 

factory. 

 

Tips for making a clear mark: 

If you stamp an item and only see a faint image, this means that you did not give it enough pressure. Use a heavier 

hammer, do not use a rubber mallet or raw hide hammer. Make sure that whatever you are striking is on a firm 

surface such as an anvil or steel stamping block. Wooden desktops or rubber padded desks are all create different 

conditions for stamping metal. The desk will absorb most of the impact, requiring you to hit the stamp with more 

force, and anything that isn't glued to the desk usually goes flying during the stamping process, stamping on wooden 

support create the least amount of damage on the opposite side you stamping on BUT this effects your stamping 

“power”. Some people do their stamping on concrete floors or cinder blocks. Although it sounds funny, it can work. 

The item being struck takes all of the impact. Invest in our a stamping block. They're inexpensive, and very effective.  

 

Please email SIZE required, artwork , shank profile & tip information to tkh@capewatch.co.za to speed up the 

process: 

 

Examples of stamp that will work: 

      

      
 

What will NOT work: 

      

     
 

 

 

mailto:tkh@capewatch.co.za

